AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1 . (currently amended) A method for el iminating and/or r e duo i ng-the numb e r of treating fodder 
to reduce or eliminate molds responsible for the production of mycotoxins in feed prepared from 
said fodder, comprising the step of adding to said fodder one or more strains of lactobacilli 
selected from the group consisting of Lactobacillus olantarum and Lactobacillus pentosus, in 
combination with one or more strains of forced hetero-femrientative lactobacilli fe edsr 
oharaotorizod in that fodd e rs for preparing sa i d foods aro addod with at least a stock of 
lactobacilli chosen from th e group comprising LaotobaoilluG plantarum LMG P 21020, LMG P 
21021, LMG P 21022 and LMG P 21023 and Lactobaoillue pontosus LMG P 21019, i f 
n e c e ssary in combination w i th on e or mor e forc e d h e t e ro f e rm e ntat i v e lactobacil li. 

2. (cun-ently amended) The method according to claim 1 , characterized in that said forced 
hetero-fermentative lactobacilli are selected from the group consisting of chos e n among thos e 
b el onging to th e sp e c ie s Lactobacillus fermentum, Lactobacillus brevis and Leuconostoc 
mesenteroides. 

3. (currently amended) The method according to claim [[2]] 1, characterized in that said forced 
hetero-fermentative lactobacilli are chos e n among the follow i ng stocks: selected from the group 
consisting of Lactobacillus fermentum I 789, Lactobacillus brevis LBR01 and Leuconostoc 
mesenteroides subsp. cremoris LcM 04. 

4. (cun-ently amended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
providing animal feed from said fodder, wherein said method is effective to reduce the amount 
of aflatoxin B1 in said feed oharaotorizod i n that said mvcotox i ns ar e aflatox i n B1 . 

5. (cun-ently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said method is effective to 
reduce the amount of mold of the genus Aspemillus in said fodder charact e riz e d in that said 
mo l ds ar e of th e g e nus Aspergillus . 



6. (currently amended and withdrawn) A method for producing cow milk essentially free from 
aflatoxin Ml, comprising the steps of feeding dairv cows feed prepared from fodder treated 



according to the method of claim 1 and thereafter milking said cows charact e riz e d i n that dairy 
cows ar e f e d with f ee ds pr e par e d starting from fodd e rs tr e at e d w i th at least a stock of 
l actobac illi chosen from the group compr i sing Lactobaoilluc plantarum LMG P 21020, LMG P 
21021, LMG P 21022 and LMG P 21023 and LactobacilluG pontosus LMG P 2101 9 , if 
n e c e ssary in combinat i on with ono or moro forced hotoro fenn e ntativo lactobac illi. 

7. (cun-ently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein both Lactobacillus plantarum 
and Lactobacillus oentosus are added to said fodder charactorizod in that at l east two or mor e 
of said l actobacilli ar e us e drif -R ec e ssary in combinat i on w i th one or mor e forc e d h e t e ro 
fermontativo l actobac illi. 

8. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, characterized in that said lactobacilli 
are added to said fodd e rs fodder in an avorago a dose of use per quintal of fodder of about 50 
to about 500 billions of Hye bacteria. 

9. (original) The method according to claim 8, characterized in that said dose is of about 100 
billions of bacteria per quintal of fodder. 

10. (cun-ently amended) The method according to claim 1, characterized in that said lactobacilli 
are used added to said fodder in liquid culture. 

11-16. (cancelled) 

17. (withdrawn) Milk and dairy products free from aflatoxins, obtained with the method 
according to claim 6. 

18. (withdrawn) Milk and dairy products free from aflatoxin Ml, obtained with the method 
according to claim 6. 

19. (currently amended and withdrawn) A composition of lactobacilli comprising £a) one or more 
strains of lactobacilli chosen selected f rom the group compr i sing consisting of Lactobacillus 
plantarum LMG P 21020, LMG P 21021, LMG P 21022 and LMG P 21023 and Lactobacillus 
pentosus LMG P 21019 i n comb i nat i on w i th and (b) one or more strains of forced hetero- 
fermentative lactobacilli , for treat i ng foddoro . 
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20. (currently amended and withdrawn) The composition according to claim 19, characterized 
in that said one or moro forced hetero-fermentative lactobacilli are chosen among thos e 
b el onging to th e spocios selected from the arouo consisting of Lactobacillus fermentum, 
Lactobacillus brevis and Leuconostoc mesenteroides. 

21 . (cun-ently amended and withdrawn) The composition according to claim [[20]] 19, 
characterized in that said on e or mor e forced hetero-femrientative lactobacilli are chos e n from 
the groups compr i s i ng selected from the group consisting of Lactobacillus ^rmentum I 789, 
Lactobacillus brevis LBR01 and Leuconostoc mesenteroides subsp. cremoris LcM 04. 

22. (withdrawn) The composition according to claim 19 in anhydrous form. 

23. (currently amended and withdrawn) The composition according to claim 19 in form of liquid 
culture form- 

24-27. (cancelled) 

28. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein said strains selected from the group consisting of 
Lactobacillus plantarum and Lactobacillus pentosus are selected from the group consisting of 
Lactobacillus plantarum LMG P-21020, LMG P-21021, LMG P-21022 and LMG P-21023 and 
Lactobacillus pentosus LMG P-21019. 

29. (new) The method of claim 28, wherein said forced hetero-fennentative lactobacilli are 
selected from the group consisting of Lactobacillus fennentum, Lactobacillus brevis and 
Leuconostoc mesenteroides. 
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